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Pre Recording Checklist 
1. In addition to the R-44 you also need: Headphones, A 
Microphone, an XLR cable and an SD Card.* 

2. Always make sure 
power is OFF before 
inserting/removing SD 
card.  
 
3. Undo The Velcro on 
the left side. Insert SD 
Card behind the rubber  
flap. 
 
4. Make sure SD label is 
up. Insert SD card. Close 
rubber flap. 
  

 
3. Hold power button down momentarily to turn on. Check Battery 
Indicator / Recharge Batteries if necessary. 
 

 
 
*The R44 also has a built in mic – although it is generally not 
appropriate to use for film production.  

 
Formatting Your 
Card 
1. Push Menu Button 
2. Scroll to Option 8 SD 
CARD. 
3. Choose Format 
4. Push ENTER Button. 

  

How to Navigate the Menu 

 
Name Your Project  

 
 
Use your last name, you will have an easier time sorting out which 
files are yours when you read the SD card later. 

Setting up Your Microphone 
1.Undo the Velcro on the right side and Connect a microphone to IN 
1/L (Input 1) using an XLR cable. 

 
2. Turn on Phantom Power for the Input you are using (Input 1).  

 
When HOLD is ON: All buttons are disabled. Use when there is a danger that buttons may be 
accidently touched. 
When LOW CUT is ON: Reduces low frequencies: Use when recording in windy location or to 
eliminate excessive breathing noises. 
When LIMITER is ON: if you want to prevent unexpectedly loud sounds or strong attacks from 
producing clipped noise. The limiter threshold is -10 dB relative to dBFS. 
 
 

 

Setting up Recording Settings 
1. Enter the Menu and choose item 1. 
2. Set your Recording Settings to the Following: 

 

Now press exit until you get to the main recording screen. 

 



Setting up to Record 
1. Plug in your Headphones into 
the jack located on the front 
right side. 
 
2. Push the PAUSE and REC 
buttons at the same time to put 
the machine into STANDBY 
mode.  
 

 
If you speak into the mic, you 
should hear the sound through 
the headphones. If you don’t 
hear anything, check whether 
phantom power is on and go to 
the next step. 

 

Playing Back 

 

 

Setting up Levels 
There are two controls that change the volume of the sound that gets 
recorded on the SD card media. 
 

Sensitivity: Set this first according to how sensitive your mic is. Set it 

to the highest value that does not distort. 
Level: Use this to lower or raise the level to set the headroom of your  
recording. Keeping your hand on this control is called ”riding the 
level”, and a good sound person will always be watching their levels 
and be ready to adjust them accordingly. LOOK DOWN AT YOUR 
LEVELS NOT AT THE ACTOR. 

 
Sensitivity will change depending on which Microphone you use 
(some are more sensitive than others).  

Monitor Control  

 
TURN THIS DIAL TO INCREASE VOLUME IN HEADPHONES 
PUSH THE DIAL TO CHOOSE WHICH LINE TO MONITOR 
 
Typically, sound is recorded MONOPHONIC or MONO in film production 
(MONO means ONE and refers to a single mic being used).  Students will be 
using a single shotgun mic (for instance) to record the sound from an actor, 
from an environment, or of a distinct sound effect. When we listen or 
MONITOR the sound we are recording we may want to duplicate the sound in 
each ear of the headphones. This is how a MONO signal from a MONO mic can 
be sent to a STEREO device (a set of headphones). Generally, sounds are mixed 
to stereo panning during post production process. 

 

Monitoring Levels 

 
Always keep a safety margin and keep your 
highest peaks between -12 and -6.  
 
IF LOUD SHARP SOUNDS PEAK, DON’T WORRY YOU CAN LOWER THEM 
LATER. 

File Management 
 
When you are Recording, every time you push STOP it makes a new 
file. Everytime you push PAUSE it pauses recording the file and when 
you RECORD again it adds more sound to that file. 
 
For the purposes of this class, it is better to STOP between RECORDing 
so you have a series of distinct files. 
 
To transfer files onto the computer, use the SD card readers in the edit  
station towers. 

How to use your 
Edirol on Set 
 
Always wear the recorder 
around your next and keep 
your headphones around 
your neck when not in use. 
 
Use the Velcro on the cables 
or the R44 straps to bundle 
your cables. Keep them off 
the ground and out of the 
way of other crew members. 

 
 

 


